
 

Copyright © 2004 Proen Design Australia Pty Ltd 
http://www.proen.com.au      1 of 5 

 
 
 
 
  
  

 

Malleys Dishwasher -  Prince Philip Design Award Winner  
 

 

Original scale model of plant 
 

 

ELECTROLUX dishwashers  
 
Adelaide, Australia 1980 to 1982 
 
Introduction 
 

We often take for granted developments in 
manufacturing industry with out realising their 
significance until much later.  
This case study is about the first 
Australian made dishwasher built by 
Simpson Limited (now Electrolux) in 
1982. 
Today, the Electrolux Dishwasher Plant in 
Regency Park, South Australia produces a large 
range of brands destined for global markets, 
inspired by the vision of people like John Uhrig, 
MD, the board of Directors of Simpson Limited 
in the late 1970's and the fantastic spirit of the 
original Dishwasher project team.  
In 2004 the facility produced its 1.5 millionth 
product.  
It was one of the most challenging, yet 
enjoyable projects in which I have ever 
participated.  Enjoy! 

 
Paul Huxtable,  
Managing Director, Proen Design Australia 
 
Project Brief 
 

Prepare and implement a business plan to 
design and manufacture a range of 
dishwashers. 
 

Tasks Included 
 

• Product design and development 
• Three models under the, Simpson and 

Malleys brands. 
• Design and construction of a 

manufacturing facility from a 
“Greenfields” site. 

• Design, construction and installation 
of all manufacturing and assembly 
equipment 

• Procurement and training of all 
employees. 

• A Production ready target 18 months 
after capital expenditure approval. 

 
 

 

August 1980 Week 1 
“Greenfield” site at Regency Park, South Australia 
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The Dishwasher Project Team 
Back Row John Teakle, Paul Huxtable 
Middle Row Ozzie Ozolins, Graham Davies, George 
Turner, Brian Meluish 
Front Row Trevor Carter, Bob Treloar, Gary Griffiths, Tony 
Bowering 
 

 

Week 5 – Site  
 

Outcomes 
 

• The project was completed on time at 
a cost of $5.7 million dollars 

• The project team was awarded the 
Prince Philip Design Prize for the 
Malleys dishwasher in 1982. The prize 
was presented by HRH Prince Philip. 
Attending the ceremony in Brisbane 
were  Peter Cave, Bob Treloar, David 
Hanson and Paul Huxtable.  
That same year the project team was 
also awarded the Australian Institution 
of Engineers Award for Excellence. 

 
The Dishwasher project team 
 

Peter Cave – General Manager 
Ozzie Ozolins – Equipment Manager 
Bob Treloar – Engineering Manager 
Paul Huxtable – Industrial Designer and Project 
Co-ordinator 
David Hanson – Marketing 
Graham Davies – Project Engineer 
John Teakle – Industrial Engineer 
Gary Griffiths – Industrial Engineer 
Tony Bowering – Draftsman  
Travor Carter – Draftsman 
Brian Melhuish – Electrical Draftsman 
George Turner – Work Study 
 

Background 
 

The team was temporarily housed in a space at 
the Beverley washing machine plant. The team 
had no dishwasher specific experience, so a 
number of them were sent to manufacturing 
sites of Bosch, Thompson, GE and others in 
Europe and USA on a crash course on “how to 
design and manufacture a dishwasher”. When 
their hosts were told of our plan to complete 
the project in 18 months, the general response 
was that is was impossible. 
 
When the Regency Park site was selected, we 
were told that is would take 6 months to gain 
building approval from the local council. This 
would have effectively blown the 18 month 
timeline, so one of the team came up with the 
bright idea to take out mining rights on the site. 
This cost under $300 and enabled excavation to 
commence on time. 
 

 

Week 12 – Structure erection 
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Week 25 – Cladding commenced  
 

 

Resulting Provisional patents 
 

• Controls positioned on the top edge of 
the door (Malleys brand only) 

• One piece front door panel to match 
the height of kitchen cupboard 
kickboards.  

 
Both Ideas have since been copied 
worldwide. 

 
2004 
 

The Simpson Dishwasher plant is now owned 
by Electrolux Home Products, the world’s 
largest producer of powered appliances for 
kitchen, cleaning and outdoor use. In 2004 the 
Electrolux Dishwasher Plant produced its 
1,500,000th dishwasher generating revenue in 
excess of $500million. 
 
The plant now makes Electrolux, and 
“Electrolux Dishlex” as well as Westinghouse, 
Simpson and export brands.  
 
Proen’s ongoing contribution 
 
Proen and our staff have a long history with 
Electrolux. 
In recent times (2003), Proen Design’s product 
development team were contracted to fast 
track the Electrolux dishwasher development 
program with the provision of design services 
for their most recent products.  
 

 

Week 29 – Office & amenities  
 

 

 

Week 34 – Structure nearing completion in 1981 
 

 



 

Copyright © 2004 Proen Design Australia Pty Ltd 
http://www.proen.com.au      4 of 5 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Week 30 – Facilities preparation 
 

Week 36 – Installation of equipment commences 
 

 

Week 42 – Body line assembly area trials  
 

 

Week 48 – Door assembly line trials  
 

 
Week 75 – Managing director of Simpson Limited, 
John Uhrig and the Premier, John Bannon.  
 

 

Dishwasher Plant in 2004 
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Week 48 – The first dishwasher to roll off the line in 
1982.  Paul Huxtable & Graham Davies 
 

 
 

 

The Prince Philip Design Prize – 1982  
 

 

 

The Prince Philip Design Prize – 1982 (award 
acceptance) 
 

 

2004 – Paul Huxtable & Graham Davies with the 1.5 
millionth dishwasher 
 

 
Thankyou Graham Davies for supplying many of the 
photographs and Electrolux for allowing them to be 
used in this case study. 

 


